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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Manuscripts should have an undergraduate as a primary or sole author. Works will be
accepted by graduates if the work was completed as an undergraduate and no further work along
the same lines has been completed at a graduate level.
2. Send original works only. Please do not send work that has been accepted for publication or
has been submitted elsewhere.
3. Manuscripts should follow strict APA format for article submission as found in the APA
Publication Manual (4th edition).
4. Please adhere to the following format:
a. PREFERRED FORMAT: Include one hard copy of the manuscript and one copy on
a 3.5 diskette using Macintosh Microsoft Word 5.1 (or later) or IBM Word for Windows,
with a minimum 12 point font. DO NOT SUBMIT MATERIAL PRINTED BY DOT
MATRIX.
b. ALTERNATE FORMAT: Same as above except using IBM Word Perfect, with one
copy saved as "normal" and one saved "without line breaks" (for conversion purposes).
c. LEAST PREFERRED FORMAT: If you have absolutely no access to a computer
and can only submit in typed format, include three copies on paper with at least 12 point
font (no dot matrix).
d. INCLUDE ON A SEPARATE COVER SHEET:
(1) Names of all authors
(2) Name and address of your school
(3) Name, phone, and address (if other than your school) of your advisor for the
project
(4) Name, current and permanent phone, and current and permanent address of
primary author where you can be reached at all times (including when school is
not in session ). MPS should be advised of your new address and phone
number if you relocate during the submission process.
5. Include a sponsoring statement from your faculty advisor. (Advisors: please read and
critique papers on content, methods, APA style, grammar and overall presentation. Your
recommendation letter should be an indication that you approve and recommend this work on all
counts listed above.)
6. Include a #97 (clasp) self-addressed, postage paid envelope if you want your diskette, an
original copy, and a critiqued copy returned to you.
7. Send submissions and subscriptions to:
EDITOR, MPS, University of Tennessee @ Chattanooga, Dept. of Psychology,
Chattanooga, TN 37403-2598. If further information is needed: (423) 755-4262, or EMAIL: mpssub@utcvm.utc.edu.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Make check payable to Modern Psychological Studies (MPS).
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Addendum
Volume 2. Number 2: The article Peers + Performance Pressure = Math Anxiety
should have included Dawn M. Boyung, R. Reed Hardy, and Richard Poss as the
authors.
Volume 3. Number 1: The article Memory Decrement and Proactive Interference
should have included both William J. Thornton and Bennett L. Schwartz as the
authors.
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Introduction
This edition of Modern Psychological Studies completes our third year of publication. The
concept for MPS to be an undergraduate journal completely run at all stages by the students
themselves began with Dr. Ralph W. Hood, Jr., professor of social psychology and
psychology of religion at UTC, and faculty advisor for MPS. Dr. Hood's broad vision for
MPS was, and is, to aid undergraduate psychology students in establishing a respectable
journal of undergraduate psychology research to be solely run and edited by the students.
Knowing how things tend to die at the top on a professional level, Dr. Hood has gone out
of his way to ensure that the students retain their freedom to decide what is important and
not feel pressured to stifle their creative ideas. The result has been the establishment of
MPS as a truly unique, one of a kind publication where no one can override the decisions
of the undergraduate editor.
The primary author of all submitted works must be an undergraduate, and the paper must
have been completed while the principal writer held undergraduate status. The authors are
sent a critiqued copy of their manuscript and a reference sheet showing where their errors
can be found in the APA manual. All authors are encouraged to resubmit their work for rereview once they have addressed the issues cited by the review staff. Papers are not judged
on method alone. When we receive a paper of questionable form that contains an interesting
idea, we do not hesitate to reassure the researcher of the importance and value of their
resubmitting a corrected copy of their manuscript for reevaluation. All submitted works are
treated with respect for the hard work and effort that has gone into each one.
We publish empirical research, theoretical reviews, literature reviews, book reviews, and
any other kinds of work that relate in some way to the field of psychology. All submissions
undergo blind review to avoid bias. Each reviewer chooses whether to accept or reject a
manuscript based on their individual critiques. The final decision to accept or reject a
manuscript is made by the editor. As well, our standards for strict adherence to APA
guidelines has garnered us the honor of being used in undergraduate research methods
classes as a supplemental text.
Being involved with a journal run by undergraduates equips students with the necessary
training to enter the mainstream reality of publishing. The undergraduate editors and
reviewers learn first hand that what gets accepted or rejected for publication is a decision
made by the editor, rather than the faculty or editorial board connected to a particular
journal. Also, the undergraduate editorial staff becomes familiar with the process of
submitting papers for publication, as well as experiencing up close what is involved in the
evaluation process. As undergraduates, we have the chance to be innovative, and the only
barriers we face are those which we set for ourselves. We have the freedom to choose
which articles get published, even those papers which the professors might disagree with.
Fortunately, at UTC the psychology department faculty have been supportive and not tried
to sway MPS in any one direction.
We strive at MPS to present the finest and most expansive range of undergraduate research
in modern psychology. By doing so, we believe we encourage undergraduate students to
push themselves to expand their horizons by increasing their knowledge of psychology and
challenging them to overcome seemingly insurmountable odds.
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